
                                   
Capel Preschool Autumn Term 2020 Newsletter 
 

Hello Everyone, 

 

Welcome back to Preschool for the Autumn Term. We would like to welcome: - Mia, Chloe, Ellie, Ben, 

Lauren, Scarlett, Ruby, Elsie, Zach, Jack, Finn, Leo and their families who have joined us. 

 

 

CORONAVIRUS - We would like to reassure all parents / carers that Preschool continues to follow the 

guidelines set out by Public Health England and the Government guidance for educational settings 

and that we will pass on any updates that we receive.  As set out by HM Government (NHS) we ask 

that you and your child/ren wash your hands before coming into the Preschool grounds, the best 

advice continues to be, to wash your hands for a minimum of 20 seconds using soap and water or a 

hand sanitiser to minimize the spread of the COVID-19. 

 

OUR THEME FOR 2020 

Our overarching theme for this year is “Words and Pictures” and within that theme we will be covering 

all of our best loved topics……..All about me / Families, Rules and boundaries, People who help us, 

Traditions and festivals, Seasons and Weather, Healthy practices, Recycling and Conservation,  

Growing, Animals and flora, Transport, Holidays and water/ sun safety as well as embedding colours, 

numbers, shapes, sizes and textures. 

Autumn Term- first half term   

Each half term we will be focusing on a book that we feel best supports the weeks topics, this half 

term we have been looking at ‘Goldilocks and the 3 Bears’, exploring All about me / families and our 

rules and routines. 

The children have taken part in lots of cooking, from Harvest Soup to Yummy Sausage Mummies, they 

have also made their own butter to go on their freshly baked rolls, everyone had aching arms that day 

     .  

We are also embracing our “In the moment planning” where the children are firmly in the driving seat 

deciding and guiding us in their chosen activities. The children have created their own working 

volcano which fizzed and oozed to lots of gasps and squeals and they have also extended their 

muddy garden…. lovely!!   

The children are choosing the stories they would like to hear, and we have been voting using 

coloured counters, they also have a song board where they can choose their favourite songs to sing 

and this also enables them to do another of their favourite activities, which is role-reversal, being the 

teacher.    

Next half term  

We are looking at the book “Funny bones” to support our topics of Traditions and Festival, Seasons 

and Weather, Colours and Texture, our bodies / Growing bigger, Measuring and size.  

    

We are collecting 2ltr clear plastic bottles to plant our spring bulbs in and hopefully create a 
beautiful hanging spring garden. Please can you bring them into preschool after half term. 



 
 
 
 

SPORTS CLUB 

Due to the high number of children attending on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, we will be 

splitting the children into 2 groups – 1st group will do sports on Tuesday and 2nd group will do sports 

on Thursdays.  Please could you make sure your child/ren have well-fitting shoes or trainers for 

Sport Club. 

 

TAX FREE CHILDCARE SCHEME 

Capel Preschool is signed up to the Government Tax Free Childcare Scheme, this give families the 

opportunity to save money on childcare costs. To find out if you are eligible visit Tax-Free childcare – 

GOV.UK. 

 

SCHOOL PHOTO’S - Tuesday 3rd November at 9:30am.  This lovely opportunity is open to all 

Preschool children…..  A stocking filler for the grandparents maybe! 

If this is not your child’s normal day but you would like to come along and have their photo taken 

please email us and we will arrange a time that suits.   

  

FUNDRAISING 

BAGS 2 SCHOOL – THURSDAY 19TH NOVEMBER – BAG 2 SCHOOL are a company that specialises in 

the reuse and recycling of good quality second hand clothing.  We have handed out leaflets 

informing you of what items can and cannot be included. Please could we ask that you have a “good 

sort out” all items will be much appreciated for fundraising for the Preschool, as they say “The more 

they weigh, the more they pay” 

BAG 2 SCHOOL no longer provides plastic collection bags, this is an attempt to reduce single use 

plastics, they are happy to accept any form of waterproof plastic bags (new or used).  

Please ensure that all bags are brought to the Preschool by either Wednesday 18th November 

between 3:30pm – 5pm or by Thursday 19th, 9am at the latest (we often have the early pickup – 

9:00am on the dot and unfortunately, we cannot accept clothes after the van has collected). 

 

 

FUNDRAISING LEAFLET – Our fundraising Committee have recently sent out their yearly leaflet 

outlining all the events that take place and how you can get involved. We are always keen to recruit 

new members       and even more so this year as our fabulous fundraising duo, Aimee and Wendy are 

sadly stepping down, so if you would like to get involved in helping the team raise money please 

contact  Capelpreschoolfundraising@gmail.com or make contact through the Capel Preschool 

Facebook page.  

 

MUSIC AND MINCE PIES – Unfortunately due to Coronavirus we will not be holding our annual 

Christmas Music and Mince pies singing session, we feel that we would be unable to provide a Covid 

safe environment given the space available to us, but we are still having our Christmas party for the 

children.  
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CHRISTMAS PARTY / MR SMELLY SOCKS - Wednesday 16th December 2020 

We are planning to have our Christmas Party on Wednesday afternoon where Mr Smelly Socks will be 

entertaining the children and making them laugh with his silly magic tricks. All children are welcome 

to come to the party and a reminder leaflet will be handed out nearer the time, so please put this date 

in your diary.  

The party will be between 12 noon – 3.30pm ( This will be a normal day for Wednesday’s children ). 

A list of party food needed will be on display two weeks before so please look out for it and pop your 

name against something you feel able to provide. 

 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE – We will be holding our Christmas fundraising raffle on our Christmas party 

day which is Wednesday 16th December so again look out for those raffle tickets coming home, 

these raffles are always full of great prizes! ( Time to be confirmed ) 

 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – Capel Preschool is a registered charity run by a committee of parents 

and members of the community who aim to provide high quality childcare. We are looking for new 

members to join and assist us in fulfilling our roles. 

If you feel this is an adventure you would like to undertake please speak to Tracy or Judy. We cannot 

stress enough the importance of a strong committee 

 

AGM - We are holding our annual AGM on Wednesday 18th November at 7.30pm, this will take place 

via zoom. We will be sending out an email nearer the time giving you the opportunity to nominate 

yourself or others.   

 

CHILDREN’S SNACKS -  Can we ask that snacks are not placed in the children’s lunchboxes as this 

can get a little confusing for all, Please can they be sent in separately alongside their water bottles or 

in their book bags.  
 

CHILDREN’S LUNCHES -  As you are aware, we are not currently heating food brought in from 

home for your child/ren's lunches due to Covid-19, this will be reviewed on a regular basis.  Please 

could we ask that all containers have your child/ren's name on them.  

 

DRINKS BOTTLES -- Please could we ask that all children bring a named drink’s bottle into Preschool 

when they attend.  We requested that the children do not have juice in their bottles as we do refresh 

them before lunch and we do not provide juice.  We would like to reassure you that water and milk 

are always on offer to all children. 

 

PEG SPACE - Please minimise items brought from home such as bulky rucksacks.  Clothes, nappies, wipes etc 

are to be provided in a small compact bag (we can decant these in your child's mesh bags if needed).  Also, 

could all clothes be clearly labelled. 

 

 

 

 



BOOK BAGS  -  We continue to support home story time by encouraging the children to take a books 

home each day, we ask that you wipe over the books before reading and before returning with standard 

products such as antibacterial wipes.  Please could you make sure that the books are returned daily as we 

seem to have lots of empty book bags coming back. 

SHOW AND TELL  -  We continue with the ‘ no toys from home’ rule as this minimises transference, but we 

are still offering the ‘Tell’ part of show and tell within the session time.  

INVOICE INFO / PAYMENTS  -  Preschool sessions are Invoiced monthly in advance, Breakfast 

Club and Afterschool Club sessions are Invoiced monthly in arrears, , these will have the invoicing 

dates on them to make checking them a lot easier.   

From October 2020 your invoices will have been sent to you via email, this email is dedicated to 

billing and you will be able to ask any billing related questions using the following email address 

Invoices@capelpreschool.co.uk all queries will be answered by either Judy, Tracy or our accounts lady, 

Rosemary. 

If Invoice payments fall behind, a repayment plan can be set up.  

Please note that in January 2018 a late payment fee of £25 was introduced and this will be applied to 

overdue bills.   
 

It would be extremely helpful if you could ensure that you attach a recognisable reference to 

your payments – e.g.  Surname/Fees; Surname/Sports Club. 
  

Bank Details  

The quickest and easiest way to pay your invoice is straight into the Preschool Account. The bank 

details are: 

 

Sort code: 40-52-40             Account: 00020882              Name: CAF BANK 
 

DAYS  - Preschool is now having to operate a waiting list for particular days but should you wish to 

increase your child’s hours please feel free to discuss this with us and we will always try to 

accommodate you needs.  

Please note that half a term’s notice is required if you wish to decrease your child’s hours or swop 

days. 

While we always strive to meet the needs of our children and their families, it is not always possible 

for us to swap allocated days at short notice due to the impact on staff/child ratios. 

 
 

WOODLAND WALK  -  As the number of children increase on a Monday and a Friday afternoon, 

we may split the group of children into our older and younger groups, this will ensure both groups 

engage in age appropriate activities and the older children to go on a longer walk.   

Please could we remind you that the woodland area will be muddy, and the children will require their 

own waterproofs, warm coat, wellies, hat and gloves so they are comfortable whilst on their walk. 

Due to Covid-19 we have removed all spare wellies, so please ensure that your child/ren have them 

available. 
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FAMILY NEWS - We would like to share this Family information magazine with you, 

family.learning@surreycc.gov.uk 

 

 

FACEBOOK PAGE 

Please like our Facebook page and follow us to keep up to date with what the children have doing 

and upcoming events. 

We are looking forward to working with you all this term, please do not hesitate to let us know if you 

have any concerns or queries. 

 

                        The Preschool Team 

 

 

 

REMINDERS 

 
SHOES  -  It is very useful for your children to have Velcro or slip on shoes and we ask where 

possible you provide theses as this really helps with their self-care skills, building your child’s 

confidence and knowing they can do them easily.  

Could we ask that you check your children’s shoe size regularly to make sure their shoes are the 

correct size for them, ill-fitting shoes can cause a safety issue when your child/ren are running around 

outside as well as being damaging for their feet. 

 

TISSUES  -  With Winter fast approaching any donations of tissues for all the runny noses are very 

much appreciated! 

 

BAGS  -  Please can you ensure your child has seasonal appropriate clothing in their bags, along 

with nappies, underwear and wet wipes if needed. Please ask a member of staff if you would like to 

take your child’s drawstring bag home to replenish.  

 

LUNCH BAGS /SNACKS  -  We have a NO NUT and NO CHOCOLATE policy so please DO NOT 

send chocolate/nut products in with your child/ren’s snack or in their lunch.  

We promote healthy eating at Preschool so please provide a healthy snack per session for your child/ren 

and label all snack pots and lunchboxes, Thank you. 

 

LABELS  -  Please could all children’s possessions be labelled in some way as this makes it easier 

to ensure that your child’s belongings come home with them. A suggestion - www.MyNametags.com.  

 

SAFEGUARDING  -  The use of Mobile phones are not permitted on the Preschool premises and 

phones must remain out of sight either in your pocket or bag. If you need to use your phone, please 

ensure that you are away from the fenced area outside the Preschool grounds. 
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                                          DIARY DATES 

 
 

Preschool started (Autumn Term)    Monday 7th September 2020 

 

Break up for Half Term     Friday 23rd October 2020 

 

Preschool starts      Monday 2nd November 2020 

 

School Photo’s             Tuesday 3rd November 2020 

 

BAG2SCHOOL             Thursday 19th November 2020    

 

Children’s Christmas Party / Mr Smelly Socks        Wednesday 16th December 2020 

 

End of Autumn Term            Wednesday 16th December 2020 

                                                         ( Normal session times ) 

 

Start of Spring Term              Tuesday 5th January 2021 

 
 

Our Preschool term dates are: 

 

Autumn Term   -   07.09.2020  -  16.12.2020    (half term 26th-30th October 2020) 

 

Spring Term    -    05.01.2021  -  01.04.2021     (half term 15th-19th February 2021) 

 

Summer Term   -   19.04.2021  -  19.07.2021    (half term 31st May-4th June 2021) 

 

 

 


